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County Campgrounds Operated by: Vilas County Forestry, Recreation & Land Dept., (715) 479-5160.  For reservations go to:  www.vilaswi.com/lodging/camping/
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Amenities & Activities

NOTE:  One (1) night only at any one site - access must be by watercraft only.

Buckatabon Creek Area

Open:  May

Close:  November

Along the Wisconsin

River

1 $5/night

Operated by:  Department of Natural Resources, Crystal Lake Visitor Station,  (715) 542-3923  

Seasonal/Daily (Resident & Non-resident) stickers are available.  Call for current costs.  D = Day Use Area (picnicking, swimming). For reservations, Call 1-888-947-2757 or 

visit https://wisconsin.goingtocamp.com      

Canoe Trails - various locations in the Northern 

Highland American Legion State Forest

Stop at the Crystal Lake or Clear Lake Visitor 

Station(s) for map(s).

                                                                   

3237 Crystal Lake Rd., Boulder 

Junction  WI  54512

Lakes & Streams 88 sites (see note 

at right)

None

1 $5/night

Tamarack Springs

Open:  May

Close:   November

Access to local ATV/UTV routes                                  

Trailhead for OHM trail and hunter/hiking trails

2 1/2 mi W of Conover on Hwy K 

to Hwy S.  Turn north on  Hwy S 

and continue about 1  1/2 mi to  

Tamarack Road which leads 

directly to the camping area.

(N46 05.368   W89 18.789)

Torch Lake Campground & RV Park

Open:  May

Close: October

Access to local ATV/UTV routes and 

hunter/hiking trails

Walking path to 

Torch Lake

41 Sites, 

including one (1) 

ADA site

Tamarack Creek

$45-$50/night.  

Campground Host

NOTE:  Independent camping units only+.  Camping by permit only (with self- pay station) 

limited to not more than ten (10) consecutive days.  Spaces will accommodate equestrian 

trailers.  Access to the equestrian trail loops. Hitching posts at some nearby businesses.  

Rummels Road Area

Open:  May

Close:  November

Approximately 2.8 miles north of 

Conover on Hwy 45, then turn 

west on Rummels Road and 

continue about 1 mile.

(N46 05.418   W89 15.726)

11

           Vilas County Public Campground Directory 
(Prices and facilities are subject to change without notice.  GPS coordinates are provided for general information and may be for parking area or boat landing associated with facility, not for individual campsites.  

This list is provided as general information and is not an endorsement of any facility listed.  Confirm all information with Campground Operator.)

County Rustic Campsites

River Road Equestrian Camping

Open:  May

Close:  October                                                                  

Access to equestrian  & hiking trails

Approximately 2.7 miles S of 

Conover on Hwy 45, then turn 

west on River Road and continue 

about 1 mile to the sign.

(N46  00.613   W89 16.080)

6 (Independent 

camping units 

only+)

$15/night.  

$15/night.  

Camping 

Type

NOTE:  Camping by permit only and limited to not more than ten (10) consecutive days.   

Access to local ATV/UTV routes.

Approximately 2 miles S of 

Conover on Hwy 45, then turn 

west on Torch Lake Road.  

Continue on Torch Lake Road 

(veer left at the intersection with 

Wilsch Road) about .9 of a mile to 

the RV Park and Campground. 

(N46  01.200   W89 16.450)

NOTE:  Sites spaced to accommodate large trailers. Camp host on site.  Camping by 

permit only and limited to not more than ten (10) consecutive days.   ADA campsite 

available.   

NOTE:  Camping by permit only (with self-pay station) and limited to one (1) night only.  

Access by watercraft or walk-in only.

From Conover continue west on 

County Highway K about 2.3 miles 

to East Buckatabon Road.  Turn 

south on East Buckatabon Road 

for 2.3 miles then turn east on 

Buckatabon Creek Trail for about 

1.2 miles then turn north about .1 

mile to the gate. Walk in about 

0.4 miles to the campsite.

(N46 01.572  W89 17.490)

NOTE:  Camping by permit only (with self-pay station) and limited to one (1) night only.  

Access by watercraft or walk-in only.

Along the Wisconsin

River

Key: 

*Designations/amenities:  S=Single; G=Group

**Toilets:  F=Flush; V=Vaulted; P=Pit

+Campers equipped with self-contained toilet facilities and water storage tank Page 1 of  4
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Amenities & Activities
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Y YStarrett Lake

Open:  April 30

Close:  Columbus Day

2 mi W of Sayner on Hwy N; 1 mi 

N on Razorback Road & 1 mi W on 

Big Muskellunge Road

(N46 01.440   W89 34.524)

Starrett 42 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. Quiet Campground - no 

generators allowed. Reservations required.

Razorback Lake

Open:  April 1

Close:  December 1    

(Not plowed) 

2 mi W of Sayner on Hwy N; then 

4 mi N on Razorback Road

(N46 01.445   W89 31.914)

Razorback 52 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Reservations required.  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only

Plum Lake

Open:  Thursday Before Memorial Day

Close:  Labor Day

1 mi W of Sayner on Hwy N

(N45 59.586   W89 33.316)

Plum 18 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)

NOTE:  Reservations required. 

North Muskie Group 

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

6 mi S of Boulder Junction on 

Hwy M; turn on Big Muskellunge 

Rd and go 2 1/2 mi to the 

campground entrance

(N46 01.538   W89 35.930)

Muskellunge 1 site (fits up to 

80 people 

comfortably)

$40/night for 1-20; 

$20/night add for 

intervals of 10 or part 

thereof
NOTE:  Reservations required.

Muskie (Muskellunge)

Open:  April 30

Close:  November 1    

5 mi W of Sayner on Hwy N

(N46 00.456   W89 36.557)

Muskellunge 81 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Reservations required.  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. 

Jag Lake Group 

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

2 mi S of Boulder Junction on Hwy 

M; 3 mi W on North Creek Road

(N46 04.943   W89 42.742)

Jag 1 site (fits up to 

80 people 

comfortably)

$40/night for 1-20; 

$20/night add for 

intervals of 10 or part 

thereof NOTE:  Reservations required.

Firefly Lake

Open:  April 1

Close:  December 1    

(Not plowed) 

1 1/2 mi E on Hwy N from the 

junciton of Hwys M & N

(N46 00.169   W89 37.848)

Firefly 71 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident)

NOTE:  Reservations required. 

East Star Lake

Open: Thursday before Memorial Day

Close:  Columbus Day  

5 1/2 mi N of Sayner on Hwy N

(N46 01.528   W89 27.914)

Star 30 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE: Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. Reservations required.

Crystal Lake

Open and closed by snow conditions (not plowed)

5 mi W of Sayner on Hwy N

(N46 00.129   W89 37.355)

Crystal

Big Lake 

Open:  April 1

Close:  December 1    

(Not plowed) 

8 mi W of Boulder Junction on 

Hwy K; then 1 mi N on Hwy P

(N46 09.971   W89 47.284)

Big Lake 70 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)

NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only.  Reservations required.

100 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident)

NOTE:  Reservations required.  

Key: 

*Designations/amenities:  S=Single; G=Group

**Toilets:  F=Flush; V=Vaulted; P=Pit

+Campers equipped with self-contained toilet facilities and water storage tank Page 2 of  4
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Amenities & Activities

Camping 

Type
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S S S P Y Y Y Y YNebish Lake Wilderness Campsites

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

3 mi E of Hwy M across from 

Trout Lake Forestry Headquarters

(N46 03.214   W89 35.928)

Nebish 2 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident) NOTE:  Reservations required.  

Day Lake Wilderness Campsites  

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

Between Hwys M & H 

approximately 6 mi from Boulder 

Junction

(N46 04.088   W89 42.448)

Day Lake 2 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Reservations required.  Electric motors only. 

Clear Lake Wilderness Campsites 

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

4 mi E of Minocqua off Hwy J

(N45 52.960   W89 37.770)

Clear Lake 4 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident) NOTE:  Reservations required.  

Bittersweet Wilderness Campsites  

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

4 mi E of Hwy 51 on Hwy 70E

(N45 55.079   W89 36.129)

Bittersweet 5 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident) NOTE:  Reservations required.  No motors allowed.

Allequash Lake Wilderness Campsites

Open:  April 30

Close: November 1

E of Hwy M approximately 5 mi S 

of Boulder Junction

(N46 02.043   W89  37.825)

Allequash 4 $20/night (resident)

$25/night (non-

resident) NOTE:  Reservations required.  Part of the lake is electric motors only.

State operated Wilderness Campsites   

West Star Lake Lake

Open:  April 1

Close:  December 1    

(Not plowed) 

1/4 mi W of Star Lake Store on 

Hwy K

(N46 02.003   W89 26.254)

Star 18 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. Reservations required.

Upper Gresham

Open:  April 30

Close:  Columbus Day

From the intersection of State 

Hwys 51 and 70 in Arbor Viate, 

continue north on Hwy 51 about 

13 miles to the intersection with 

Cty Hwy H.  Turn E on Hwy H 1.4 

mi to N. Creek Road.  Turn right on 

N Creek Road approximately .25 

mi to campground entrance

(N46 04.593   W89 43.646)

Upper Gresham 25 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)

NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. Accessible fishing pier.  

Reservations required.

Trout Lake (South) 

Open:  Thursday before Memorial Day

Close:  Labor Day

5 mi S of Boulder Junction on 

Hwy M

(N46 01.367   W89 39.299)

Trout 23 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only.  Reservations required.

Trout Lake (North)

Open:  April 1

Close:  December 1    

(Not plowed) 

3 mi S of Boulder Junction on Hwy 

M

(N45 03.920   W89 38.780)

Trout 48 $16/night (resident)

$21/night (non-

resident)
NOTE:  Y1-Boat docking for loading and unloading only. Reservations required.

Key: 

*Designations/amenities:  S=Single; G=Group

**Toilets:  F=Flush; V=Vaulted; P=Pit

+Campers equipped with self-contained toilet facilities and water storage tank Page 3 of  4
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Amenities & Activities

Camping 

Type

Chequamegon Campgrounds

Vilas Area                                                                                                         

S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y

S S Y V Y Y Y Y

Nicolet National Forest 

Campgrounds 

S S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y Y

S S S S Y V

F

Y Y Y Y Y Y

S S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y

S S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y Y

S S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y Y

S S S S Y V Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Updated:  12/7/23

NOTE:  Some sites are reservable.

Spectacle Lake

Opening:  April

Closing:  October 

7.6 mi E of Eagle River on Hwy 70; 

then 2.9 mi N on FR 2178; then NE 

1.7 miles on FR 2456; then N 2.2 

miles on FR 2196; then E 1.2 mi on 

FR 2572 OR 2 mi E of Phelps on 

Hwy 17; then 2 mi S on  Hwy A; 

then 2 mi S on FR 2196; then 1 mi 

E on FR 2572

(N46.0103   W89.0092)

Spectacle 34 $18/night for 

lakeshore family 

sites; $15/night for 

other family sites

NOTE:  Boat landing. 

Luna-White Deer

Opening:  April

Closing:  October 

13.4 mi E of Eagle  River on Hwy 

70; S on FR 2176  6 mi to FR 2188; 

then 0.7 mi N on FR 2188

(N45.9028   W88.9622)

White Deer

Luna

37 $18/night for 

lakeshore family 

sites; $15/night for 

other family sites NOTE:  Both lakes are non-motorized. Some sites are reservable.

Lac Vieux Desert

Opening:  April

Closing:  October 

16 mi N of Eagle River on Hwy 45 

to Co E; then 2.8 mi E on Co E; 

then 1.3 mi N on FR 2205

(N46.1361   W89.1522)

Lac Vieux Desert  31 $15 User Fee

Kentuck Lake

Opening: April

Closing:  October 

13.4 mi E of Eagle River on Hwy 

70 to FR 2176; then 2.7 mi N on 

2176

(N45.9922   W88.9803)

Kentuck 31 $18/night for 

lakeshore family 

sites; $15/night for 

other family sites
NOTE:  Boat landing. Some sites are reservable.

Franklin Lake

North Opening:  April

North Closing:  October 

South Opening:  May

South Closing:  October

7.6 mi E of Eagle River on Hwy 70 

to FR 2178; then 3 mi S to 2181; 

then E 5 mi to campground

(N45.9314   W88.9931)

Franklin 77 - total

  37 - North

  40 - South

$18/night for 

lakeshore family 

sites; $15/night for 

other family sites
NOTE:  Campsites available on a first come, first served basis

North End - Vault toilets

South End - Flush toilets; swimming; 13 sites can be reserved (suggested- see reservation 

information above) Some sites are reservable.

Operated by:  District Ranger, US Forest Service, 1247 East Wall St., Eagle River, WI 54521, (715) 479-2827  

To reserve a campsite, call Reserve America 1-877-444-677 (or TDD 877-833-6777) or on-line at www.recreation.gov.  Other campsites are available on first-come, first-serve 

basis.  Campgrounds are gated and closed except during periods shown below.  Boat landings are open year-round if plowed by towns. 
Anvil Lake

Opening: April

Closing:  October

8.7 mi E of Eagle River on Hwy 70

(N45.9375   W89.0596)

Anvil 18 $15 User Fee

NOTE:  Boat landing. 

Wabasso Lake 26 mi E of Park Falls on St 182, 

FR144 & FR 142

(N45 58.20   W90 00.03)

Wabasso 5 campsities 

(accessible by 

boat or trail)

Parking fee is $5/day 

or $30/year
NOTE:  Electric motors only - no gasoline motors are permitted on Wabasso. All sites are 

on the water and accessible by boat or trail;  Sites 1 and 2 are by the boat ramp with a trail 

going to sites 3, 4 and 5.  

Operated by:  US Forest Service, 11704  4th Avenue, Park Falls, WI 54552, (715) 762-2461 

Verify opening/closing dates with operator.

Emily Lake 25 mi E of Park Falls on ST 182, FR 

144 & FR 142

(N45 57.52   W90 00.41)

Emily 11 $15/night

$7.50/night with 

Senior pass 

(aged 62 and older)

NOTE:  No reservable sites.

Key: 

*Designations/amenities:  S=Single; G=Group

**Toilets:  F=Flush; V=Vaulted; P=Pit

+Campers equipped with self-contained toilet facilities and water storage tank Page 4 of  4


